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January 2001:

Heading to the police station which 1 follow
geographically to issue an ID no 1 according to the
National Number System.

After 2 weeks:
Receiving the first plastic document that carries my
picture and personal data and which will be attached
to my body for 4 years as | always place it in the
back pocket of my trousers.

January 2001 - September 2005:
A lot of people stop me to ask about that document.

September 2004:
Finishing my University studies the matter which
obliges me to issue a new ID dose not includes the
word student and ends my relation to the ID no 1.

September 2004 - September 2005:
People stop me to ask about my job and then I
answer them that 1 don't work in a specific

June 5, 2005:
I left my ID no. 1 for one hour and a half with the
security at the Opera House to lend me a neck tie to
be permitted to attend the show.

August 2, 2005:
While I was getting off a taxi at a late hour at night,
my wallet falls down and some speeding cars run
over it, which causes a total deformation for my ID
no. 1.
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- August 17,

- August 18,

- August 18,

- August 18,

- September 2, 2005:

- September 3, 2005:

Buying an application to get an ID according to the law number 134 for the year 1994 by
LE 15.-.

Heading to the police station that I follow geographically with the application which I
bought yesterday after filling it up., in addition to a photocopy of my ID no. 1 and a copy of
my academic document which was not yet written in ID no. 1.

The lady employee in the civil register asked "where is your old ID ... You have to submit
the old one to get the new... You are not allowed to keep both..." When I informed her
about my desire to keep the old one, she told me that I can make a request claiming that I
lost the old one, then I can keep both, but the request has to be signed by the head of the
police station. I did that and brought back the paper for her, she accepted the papers after
checking them thoroughly, then she said "go and wait in front of the photocopy room".

In front of the closed door of the photocopying room, I waited for a while, and then heard a
call with my name "Mahmoud Khaled". 1 entered the room which was poorly lit and found
another employee sitting in front of a wooden desk topped by a computer. She was holding
my papers which I gave the first employee and was totally concentrating on comparing the
data with these on the computer. I took my position in front of the camera, imagining how
my picture would look like this time until she interrupted my thoughts " You will not need to
be photographed this time because your picture from the last ID is saved in the computer
and will be used in the ID no. 2". She torn the lower part of the paper and told me that this
is the receipt with which I am going to receive my ID after 15 days, at September 2.

It is a Friday, the official holiday for the government authorities.

Receiving the second plastic document that carries my picture and data.







Bat (e Lo dalise — g _seay lif— 4alS Jadd o 3 4 jle 42 ; Sl
~,.\.lmla =

RSN gl A Ay g L ) gean toillag 100

Ay o callal 13 (38 5 O cang A Catiadly Sln dak gal) 58 5l
Apasdl ilad 4 g b s Ailindl Allad) dipmes Al Al 0 i
Agadid 5 gaal ot o 230 ) ALYl

s dll 5 seal dadd e Y l'ﬁ";?:'._r'-“_)s-lfl

Al e Sl sl s g aaf B a8

e Lgi e Al B e SO jaaal ) e

Leala 5580 o die Calbe 236 guall 038 (e e G 230 3 i i 4) B8
(s dde ol le ) eliay

s Slesin 3 pde Mis b sabyde Al g gudl e V) 2al o ) J6
D22 plise —adudll dlase

B el 5 peall Ll 00 o) gy a3 sua o dii b pde A8 A2
.[wl%&;mhiﬁﬂii@1 et

U PLUNY P> L YO PRGN el [ P PR PR S PRLIVENp

8 geall o ot Caall o Sl 0, 8 g D Al gal S il

die Lgtdaol 5, semall ol b A CiLEN aa Ge D jalE Al
Loy cthaall Jidie (5 a0 8 0 i A G AY) Al Conia g ah s i

it ity e Jpanll Clbe dalal 5 letd (38 5 dikh el Caali
(oalsa Ly palall 8l dpas

Sl jal 0o Jyadl 090 e g L8 A 4 il 3 A0 aud ) 4s g0l
2580 el il o Cadd Adlall Sl Lg siad Lo Sl e
V) anil eale e Litg N ALLYL 2 A8 duan ) ]
cEM B2 3 lad e Cugtl ) un ZELD 5l (e Jshal ClS 5 el B8
(e Jand) el vp gal ) gilh gall dd daig G 53

P - aat i (S i Aaiaal dikgall B clly g Lo jase Zuad
O—a o—aad) Ciplal adady ol 5 el e @) 00 Lednudy ulals 8
A G ME  (preea 5aa I Al e o) ol il 5 LYY
30 s o sl Loy e Tuas v ALl 4 Al Cagu 3 Jlai))
. 32938

12005 4 538i 15 -




September 10, 2005:
I am haunted with a strong desire to have the word "visual artist" occupying a space of my
identity.

October
I submitted an application to become a member of the Syndicate of Fine Artist. The employee
informed me about the documents that should be attached to the application; a documented
proof of my artistic studies, criminal record, a photocopy of my ID, in addition to 6 personal
pictures.

I headed to a studio in Alexandria to have my picture taken. The photographer took 3 shots and
chose the best. I told him that I needed 6 copies of this picture and asked him to have a white
background (something which I always insist on)

He told me that the minimum number for pictures is 12 for LE 10.-. The delivery date is tomorrow
night.

October

Receiving 12 copies of a picture representing my fact (I did not find the background of the picture
white. The photographer put a background of his own imagination)

October
I headed again to the Syndicate of Fine Artists with all the required papers. The employee
accepted my papers and asked me for the six personal pictures. I took the envelope, that the
photographer gave me, out of my pocket and gave her six of the pictures putting the other six
back and wondering for seconds what I shall be doing with them. She stamped my application
with the stamp of the Fine Artists Syndicate.

October

I headed to the police station which I follow, I did not ask about the procedures of changing
data of my current ID, but immediately wrote a request that I lost my ID no. 2. I authenticated
the request from the head of the police station (this time it took longer time than the previous one. I
finished the paper when the employees were getting ready to leave). I rushed to the responsible employee,
just to revise my papers, yet she surprised me with accepting the papers immediately, cut the
lower part of the form (indicating that she had received the paper) and gave it to me (without
going to the photocopy room). This was the receipt with which I would receive my ID in 15
days, on October 30.




